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General library cell descriptions are sometimes practical. General cell descriptions could convey parameterized structure or they could describe the cells in a technology independent abstract way. Such technology independent library descriptions are called generic library elements. Characteristics that are technology independent are those which can be computed using only the net-list information of the cells and relative information about time delays (valid in all technologies). Such characteristics are 
· the cumulative switching activities correlated with input pin changes, or combinations of input changes,

·  the functional behavior of the library element,
· comparative relationships between timing or other characteristics. 
Generic libraries are critical for the ESL explorations and optimizations, but could be also leveraged to simplify the library information. When using a combination of generic and technology specific data, the generic data does not have to be repeated for each technology.

