Accellera ITC meeting

August 21st 2003

Attendees:

Brian Bailey - Mentor Graphics Chair

Joe Sesich - Zaiq

Mish Parikh - Synopsys

Per Bojsen - Zaiq

Richard Newel - Aptix

Andrea Castelnuovo - ST

Andy Eliopoulos - Cadence

Mat Kopser - Cadence

Duaine Pryor - Mentor Graphics

Jan Johnson - Mentor Graphics

Dennis Brophy - Accellera Chair

John Stickley - Mentor Graphics

Joe Daniels - Writer

Apologies received from

Agenda:

Approval of minutes from July 10th

Web directives from Accellera board

Budget for upcoming year

Review of donation abstracts

Planning for next steps

Notes:

Minutes of July 10th meeting were modified to include the full name of Andrea Castelnuovo from ST. No other changes were received and minutes accepted.

Budget discussion. Should expect a minor revision to the existing document in the next 12 months, plus one major new document or rewrite. Budget period is September to September. Should also consider monies for a workshop. Most expenses here should be born by a sponsoring company but some funds may be appropriate. 

*ACTION - Brian to draft a budget and send out for review
Workshop - It was still thought to be a good idea to have a workshop in order to attract additional people into the group. Discussed the advantages of having this tied to a conference or as a standalone event. A suggestion was made to have it in the valley, but be associated with a conference such as ICCAD. This would allow for a less expensive event.

Web site. Brian made a request for some assistance in web maintenance. Dennis outlined some plans to upgrade the existing eda.org hardware and software that would make it easier. At this point no offers have been received.

Donation Proposals

Duaine talked about some of the overlaps between the existing capabilities of the SCE-API and those being proposed. This led him to think that there was perhaps some misunderstanding of the current.

*ACTION - Duaine to put together a tutorial for the SCE-API and present at next meeting.

This would also form the core of the workshop, so should be viewed both as training and review for public consumption.

Duaine also offered to put together an initial set of requirement. These are to be formed from customer feedback from the existing standard and from the new proposals. Andy thought it was a good idea to do this.

*ACTION - Duaine to draft a requirements document.

Andy also thought that we had to do more to get input from outside people, such as customers, model developers etc. Brian proposed that we should create a 'letter of introduction' to the ITC committee and that all current people should send this out to their customer lists.

*ACTION - Duaine to draft letter 

Andrea expressed concern that we needed to consider backward compatibility issues and when looking at the transaction level, we should be aware of the activities going on in SystemC in the same area. He will come back with more feedback once the vacation period in Europe is over.

There was a discussion about the language neutrality of the interface. This led to questioning if anything needs to change on the HDL side, where Verilog and VHDL are currently supported. It was agreed that no changes are necessary in this area, and that we should concentrate our efforts on the other side.

One area that perhaps should be considered in more detail is the area of assertions and what if anything the SCE-API needs to do to better support this kind of methodology.

Joe Daniels recommended that the requirements should also be annotated with which other groups or standards may be affected by us, have influence over us, or with which we would need to co-ordinate.

The next meeting will be a face to face with a number of presentations. The tentative agenda is:

SCE-API Tutorial - Duaine 2 hours

Zaiq donation overview 1 hr

Cadence donation overview 1/2 hr

Axis donation 1 hr

Requirements overview and discussion 2 hrs

The date for the meeting will be determined in the next few days. Candidates are 11th or 18th of September in San Jose.

The meeting was adjourned at 09:59

