Accellera ITC Minutes
01/19/2006
Attendees
Brian Bailey – chair
Shabtay Matalon – Cadence

Russ Vreeland – Broadcom

Damian Deneault - Zaiq - co chair 

Per Bojsen – Zaiq

John Stickley - Mentor

Minutes
Meeting has been recorded and will appear on the web site shortly in the directory www.eda.org/itc/open/Audio/Minutes-Audio.htm
Issues 
Thanks to Damian for conducting the meeting last week.
Question about if Mentor is going to provide a pipes kit that people can play with. John said that this is the same as a system based on Verilog. Shabtay says – why not give us a C to verilog kit. Russ – we need this to be able to evaluate it. Shabtay – semantics are ambiguous. Yes, we need to ensure that semantics are well defined. We need a specification that defines these. An implementation does not define all of the answers. 

Brian asked if this is the only place where people have issues remaining.

John - Rest of the spec is just DPI, so this is the only part that is really new. 

Shabtay asked if you have an implementation of this working. John says yes we do. We may be able to provide something but there is a proprietary issue here. Shabtay says that if you are serious about this, then he does not see what the problem is. Shabtay and Russ said that this should just be for a simulator and does not mean that any emulation code is necessary. John says it is some Verilog and C code that runs on top of DPI.
John will try and get permission to release this.

TB thread driving two consumers. Each is an individual pipe. John talked about what he thinks would happen. All activity will happen so long as time is not ready to advance – be it in Verilog or C. Must be aware of threading and being cooperative. May need an adaptation layer for different packages. John thinks this is still simpler than having a callback mechanism. Ref implementation would be based on OSCI threading – then you can decide how to do this for other implementations. In other words a different library for each threading system. 
But we also must consider test benches written in multiple languages. Tisled to a discussion about what we are supporting on the TB side. SCE-MI assumed C based and thus did not include support for SystemVerilog. This presents the same problem as an exported time consuming task which is a part of DPI. Have we agreed to support this? 
John – Challenge to Shabtay – make the outer interface the same (except prefix etc) keep same call in interface on both sides. You define a callback defined underneath that can be use without another interface. Shabtay – will you provide the reference on which we could experiment with it. John – I will see about this for SystemC.
Brian said the switchover to the new site would probably happen during the coming week. Per asked that special care be taken to preserve the email log.
