Accellera ITC Minutes
02/02/2006
Attendees
Brian Bailey – chair
Jason Rothfus – Cadence

Per Bojsen – Zaiq

John Stickley - Mentor

Bryan Sniderman - ATI

Edmund Fong – ATI

Shabtay Matalon – Cadence

Duaine Pryor – Mentor Graphics

Minutes
Meeting has been recorded and will appear on the web site shortly in the directory www.eda.org/itc/open/Audio/Minutes-Audio.htm
Issues 
Per’s open 1.1 issue

No further thoughts – Per sent proposal for review
Meeting next week – time and place – Main building 1001 River Park. 9am start  5pm end
John took a list of who expects to be there in person and those on the phone.

John’s new proposal

John discusses the motivation for this. SC_METHOD must be non blocking. SC_THREAD is blocking, so we can only support a subset of SystemC capabilities.

This would be SystemC compatible, but not compliant as we would not be using the SystemC classes – just a C interface that is compatible.

Per has asked for an example of how this would be used. John agreed to provide this at the meeting next week. May want to evolve this into a generic template. For HW side, should just keep it as a set of DPI function calls.
Non-blocking on the HW side is difficult because of determinism issues. But would be good to keep it symmetrical.

Per thinks that the hook functions should be made part of the interface so that the user can actually access them if they want. John says that the TLM issue makes this even more so.

Shabtay suggested that we may need to wait for users to test the applicability and details of both the Pipes and TLM capability before setting it in concrete. Once you have done something it is very difficult to make changes later. Should we have a Beta period. John said that SCE-MI 1.0 was a beta release and was firmed up with 1.1. The same will be true of 2.0. Shabtay says that DPI has been properly tested already. Duaine said, you have to take your best shot and get it out there for people to try and implement. Does it have to be ratified – there is disagreement on this.

Brian reminded everyone that next week we have to start work on the actual document for the spec. How to separate out the 1.1 stuff and the new additions.

Shabtay’s open issues - 1) Implicit no-op 2) flush 3) maximum size of the message. Per asked Shabtay to provide examples.
Will John provide details about TLM before the meeting? John said he will do his best.
