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Administrative Circular 138/AC

2002-12-13

TO ALL NATIONAL COMMITTEES

Dear Sir/Madam,

Co-operation and Licence Agreement between IEC and IEEE

Further to document C/1257A/RV and the decision on Council Document C/1260A/DV and the
signature of the above agreement with the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE),
please find herein guidelines regarding the operation of this agreement. It is recommended that
this AC be circulated internally within your NC to all relevant personnel.

The IEEE is a professional standardization body with individual members from all around the world,
publishing full consensus-based electrotechnical standards, through its professional membership,
affecting a broad market base. The agreement is aimed at identifying suitable IEEE standards and
draft standards that might be suitable candidates for processing through the IEC full-consensus
procedure at the country level.

The agreement involves a dual-logo arrangement in which the logos of both organizations will
appear on IEEE standards accepted and approved by the IEC.

1. IEC/IEEE Dual Logo International Standards

1.1 Submission of IEEE standards and draft standards to IEC

The IEEE may propose an IEEE standard or draft standard to the IEC for consideration for
conversion to an IEC/IEEE Dual Logo International Standard in a formal written request to the IEC
General Secretary.  The IEEE standards should cover specific areas of electrotechnology not
under consideration, within the IEC's current technical work programme.  IEC may choose at its
sole discretion at any time to decline consideration of any IEEE standards or draft standards for
conversion to an IEC/IEEE Dual Logo International Standard.

If the IEEE standard or draft standard is considered to be appropriate, it will submitted to the SMB
for action, in accordance with the ISO/IEC Directives through the appropriate TC/SC. If the IEC
pursues the conversion process, IEC may develop final versions of the IEC/IEEE Dual Logo
International Standard in the official languages of the IEC.

1.2 Sales of IEC/IEEE Dual Logo International Standards

NCs, NC-Appointed Sales Outlets, CO and IEEE have the right to sell IEC/IEEE Dual Logo
International Standards, published in the official languages of the IEC, directly or indirectly through
their respective distribution channels throughout the world. NCs, NC-Appointed Sales Outlets, CO
and IEEE will use their respective organizations’ recommended prices as guidelines for the sales
and distribution of the IEC/IEEE Dual Logo International Standards. The same commercial
conditions as for other IEC International Standards shall apply.
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1.3 Maintenance of IEC/IEEE Dual Logo International Standards

IEEE will notify IEC of any changes in IEEE standards that might impact an existing IEC/IEEE Dual
Logo International Standard. IEC shall notify the IEEE promptly should the IEC receive a request to
revise or modify an IEC/IEEE Dual Logo International Standard.

2. Adoption of IEC/IEEE Dual Logo International Standards

Under the agreement, IEEE authorizes IEC to grant NCs’ the right to publish, sell and distribute
nationally-adopted IEC/IEEE Dual Logo International Standards subject to the under mentioned
conditions. Additionally, IEC grants each NC the right to translate the English version into the local
language used by the NC for publication of standards provided the NC shall supply the CO with an
electronic or paper copy for reference purposes. A copy of this translation shall be sent by CO to
IEEE for its records, but not for exploitation by IEEE.

2.1 Use of IEEE Logo and Trademark Obligations

The agreement allows NCs to make use of the IEC/IEEE Dual Logo on nationally-adopted
IEC/IEEE Dual Logo International Standards and on materials directed to their sale.

At the discretion of each NC adopting an IEC/IEEE Dual Logo International Standard(s), the
IEC/IEEE Dual Logo may appear on the cover or in the informative introductory pages of any
nationally-adopted IEC/IEEE Dual Logo International Standard. If the IEC/IEEE Dual Logo
appears, the trademark notices, as set forth below, must appear in the informative introductory
pages.

The annexed visual guidelines show how the IEC/IEEE Dual Logo will appear on the Front Cover
and on the first inside page of an IEC/IEEE Dual Logo International Standard. The guidelines shall
be used by NCs when preparing the Front Cover or the Introductory Pages of the nationally-
adopted IEC/IEEE Dual Logo International Standard.

When the IEC/IEEE Dual Logo appears on the Front Cover or in the introductory pages, the
following trademark notice must appear in the introductory pages:

“IEEE is a registered trademark in the U.S. Patent & Trademark Office, owned by the Institute of
Electrical and Electronics Engineers, Inc.”

The agreement stipulates that any nationally-adopted IEC/IEEE International Standard or materials
directed to its sale containing the IEEE logo shall bear properly located, permanently affixed
trademark and copyright notices as set out here. NCs shall not, without IEEE’s consent affix to any
nationally-adopted IEC/IEEE Dual Logo International Standard or any other matter containing the
IEEE logo notices in any other name.

2.2 Copyright

Under the agreement, IEEE grants the right for IEC to grant NCs the right to publish, sell and
distribute nationally-adopted IEC/IEEE Dual Logo International Standards. The following copyright
notice must appear in the informative introductory pages of any nationally-adopted IEC/IEEE Dual
Logo International Standard published in an official language of the IEC:

“© IEEE “YEAR OF PUBLICATION” Copyright - all rights reserved. No part of this publication may
be reproduced or utilized in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including
photocopying and microfilm, without permission in writing from the IEEE or the IEC.”
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2.3 Publication Numbering

Number designations for nationally-adopted standards are at an NC’s discretion. If an NC uses a
different number designation than the IEC/IEEE Dual Logo International Standard, the NC must
ensure that the IEC/IEEE Dual Logo International Standard designation appears in the informative
introductory pages of any nationally-adopted standard.

Should you have any questions relating to the above or the Agreement itself, please do not
hesitate to contact me.

Yours faithfully,

A. AMIT
General Secretary

Annexes: Sample Front Cover of IEC/IEEE Dual Logo International Standard
Sample First Inside Page of IEC/IEEE Dual Logo International Standard
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First edition
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Part x:
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IEEE Std. XXXX:200X
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