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in XC4013-2 FPGAs. These devices operate
at 33 MHz and include high-speed burst
synchronous FIFOs. The modules can be
customized to fit individual design require-
ments, resulting in a cost-effective, single-
chip solution.

The LogiCore PCI Master module (LC-
DI-PCIM-C) for Xilinx FPGA and HardWire
devices, complete with a data sheet, com-
prehensive user guide and PCI Systems
Architecture textbook, is available for
designing with Viewlogic schematics,
VHDL and Verilog for $8,995. The PCI
Slave module (LC-DI-PCIS-C) is available
for $4,995.

For further information about the
LogiCore PCI Interface or other mod-
ules in the program, please contact
your local Xilinx representative or
visit the LogiCore section of the
WebLINX World Wide Web site.◆

LogiCoreTM PCI Intitiator Debuts
Xilinx recently announced the delivery

of its second, 100% compliant PCI core,
the LogiCoreTM PCI “Master” (Initiator/
Target) module. Previously, the LogiCore
PCI “Slave” (Target only) module could
only perform slave functions. With the new
module, a user can now complete a master
interface design in which the Master mod-
ule acts as a controller for the PCI bus.
The implementation of critical paths in the
core are pre-defined to ensure PCI compli-
ance. As a result, designers can reduce
design risk and cut development time by at
least nine months.

The new -2 speed grade for the
XC4013E FPGA enables the delivery of the
PCI Master module, which requires a high
level of design complexity and perfor-
mance (see article about -2 speed grade on
page 14). The LogiCore PCI modules were
closely developed with beta users who
have successfully implemented the design

Foundation Series Enjoys Successful Introduction
The number of Foundation

SeriesTM users has been growing rapidly
since the inaugural release of this fully
integrated PLD design software pack-
age in 2Q96. User feedback has been
extremely positive, especially regarding
the ease-of-use resulting from the tight
integration of all the design tools.
There also has been high praise for the
HDL Wizard, including the HDL Editor,
with color coding, and the Language
Assistant, with templates for easy and
quick coding of VHDL and ABEL-HDL.

The Foundation Series development
tools for FPGA and CPLD design in-
clude a highly integrated set of Win-
dows-based design tools. Along with

the Xilinx XACTstepTM implementa-
tion tools, it includes an HDL editor,
synthesis compiler, schematic editor
and simulator.

Xilinx has added more features
to the Foundation packages in the
v6.0.1 release, which is now ship-
ping. Features in this release include
support for the latest Xilinx device
families: the XC9500 CPLDs and
XC4000E FPGAs. Both device fami-
lies are integrated into the easy-to-
use, shrink-wrapped solution, mak-
ing it simple to access and convert designs
for these new families. All users who pur-
chased Foundation v6.0 will automatically
receive this new update.◆
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tion of RAINPORT.EXE , available in the
SWHLP\XACTFPGA directory of the Bulle-
tin Board Service (BBS). This program fixes
parallel port access problems that occur
when the security key is checked.

XACT step and Alternate
Operating Systems

The Xilinx XACTstepTM development
system software is available for both work-
station and PC platforms. The PC-based
version is designed for Windows 3.1, and

the Sun-based version for the Sun OS. How-
ever, with some exceptions as detailed
below, XACTstep software can run on some
variants of these popular operating systems.

Running XACT step v6.0.1 in Windows 95
The majority of the XACTstep 6.0.1

software will run in Windows 95. However,
there are some known compatibility issues:

• The Design Manager will cause a
General Protection fault when it is
closed. This causes no system problems
and can be ignored.

• The Hardware Debugger does not run.
There is no known workaround.

• The ProSeries software does not run
under Windows 95. WorkView Office is
available on an as-needed basis. Contact
the Xilinx Technical Hotline for more
information.

Running XACTstep v5.2.1 in Windows NT
The XACTstep v6.0.1 GUI tools (DM,

Floorplanner, Prom File Formatter, Hard-
ware Debugger) will not run in Windows
NT, but the v5.2.1 executables can be
made to run in a DOS box with the addi-

Install problem, a script called cdi.csh has
been developed that will install the soft-
ware in a non-graphical mode. This script
can be found on the Xilinx BBS (408-559-
9327) and on the Xilinx FPT site
(xilinx.com). Unfortunately, the Xilinx-
Mentor Graphics interface (DS-344) does
not work under Solaris, so Mentor Graph-
ics’ users should stay with SunOS 4.1.X.◆

Solaris Support for XACTstep v5.2.1

Although not officially supported and
tested by Xilinx, most of the XACTstep
tools work with Solaris 2.5. The XChecker
program, which did not work with Solaris
version 2.4, will run under 2.5 when the
SunOS 4.1.3 backwards-compatibility op-

tion is used. However, the Install
program still does not work in
Solaris. As a workaround to the


